Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 CAPET 00479 101559Z 
ACTION AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 12 IO-13 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 
H-01 INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 PA-01 SP-02 SS-15 
NSCE-00 SSO-OO USIE-00 INRE-00 /073 W 

057620 101600Z/64 

OR 101435Z MAR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY CAPE TOWN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 6923 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK IMMEDIATE 
INFO AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 

CONFIDENTIAL CAPE TOWN 0479 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PDEV, WA 

SUBJECT: NAMIBIA: OPTIMISTIC CAPE TIME ARTICLE 

1 . THE CAPE TIMES ON MARCH 10 CARRIED AN UNUSUALLY OPTIMISTIC 
ARTICLE ON THE NAMIBIAN SITUATION (SEPTEL), SAYING THAT 
CONSIDERABLE PROGRESS HAS BEEN MADE IN RECENT TALKS 
BETWEEN THE SAG AND THE CONTACT GROUP, AND THAT THE WESTERN 
PROPOSAL "MAY YET BE ACCEPTABLE TO SOUTH AFRICA. IN THESE 
DISCUSSIONS, THE ARTICLE STATES, "NO BARRIERS TO FURTHER 
PROGRESS HAVE BEEN RAISED BY EITHER SIDE," AND "THE WEST 

HAS SHOWN GREATER REALISM TOWARD THE SWA/NAMIBIA ISSUE." 

THE ARTICLE ADDS THAT WHEN THE WEST'S FINAL PROPOSALS ARE 
PRESENTED, THEY WILL INCLUDE SUGGESTIONS ON THE TRANSITIONAL 
PERIOD WHICH HAVE ALREADY BEEN AGREED TO BY BOTH THE SAG 
AND THE WEST, AND IT WILL THEREFORE BE EASY FOR PRETORIA 
TO ACCEPT THE PACKAGE. FINALLY, THE ARTICLE SUGGESTS 
THE EXTENT TO WHICH THE PROPOSALS WILL BE ACCEPTABLE 
WILL DEPEND ON WHETHER AGREEMENT CAN BE REACHED ON 
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HOW TO "SHELVE" CERTAIN ISSUES TO A LATER DATE. 

2. THE ATRICLE'S AUTHOR, DAVID WILLERS, TOLD US 
PRIVATELY THAT THE STORY WAS BASED ON DISCUSSIONS WITH 
PROFESSIONALS, "NOT POLITICOS" IN THE DEPARTMENT 

OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS. WILLERS SAID THEY WERE "ALMOST 
CATEGORICAL" IN THEIR OPTIMISM, AND TOLD HIM NOT TO 
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BE TAKEN IN BY THE POLITICAL RHETORIC OF FOREIGN MINISTER 
BOTHA. HE SAID THAT THEIR BELIEF THAT THE WEST WAS 
TAKING A MORE REALISTIC LINE WAS BASED ON THE GREAT 
IMPORTANCE THEY ATTACH TO RECENT WESTERN MEETINGS 
WITH INTERNAL GROUPS OTHER THAN SWAPO. WILLERS, 

WHO WAS HIMSELF A SOUTH AFRICAN DIPLOMAT UNTIL TWO 
YEARS AGO AND MAINTAINS EXCELLENT CONTACTS IN DFA, 

SAID HE IS CONVINCED THAT "THE PROFESSIONALS" IN DFA 
FAVOR AN AGREEMENT WITH THE WEST. BUT CAUTIONED 
THAT HE IS UNCERTAIN HOW MUCH WEIGHT THEY CARRY 
WITH THE FOREIGN MINSITER AND THE CABINET. 
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